Historical Inquiry:  Water Use

Worksheet: Team 2

Research Procedure

1. Your team will be researching the following period in the history of water use in Hawaiÿi:

Traditional Hawaiian – 

Before 1780s and Western contact

2. Read the excerpts provided by your teacher about this period that are taken from secondary sources (books, newsletters, scientific papers).

3. Conduct an oral interview with one person who has either first-hand experience or expert knowledge about the water use during this period.   Ask the questions below and write down the interviewee’s answers.   

Suggestions for the Traditional Hawaiian period are:


· a kupuna 
· a taro farmer 

· a friend or family member who has knowledge of traditional beliefs about water and farming/irrigation practices

4. Share your research results with your team and, as a team, discuss and answer the questions below.

Historical Inquiry Questions

1. What were the key events and happenings related to water use in this period?

2. Describe the beliefs and ethics that guided how water was used and shared during this period.

3. Was water shared equitably or controlled by a few?    Explain.

4. Who was responsible for governing the use of water during this period?

5. Who benefited most (in terms of water rights) during this period?

6.
      Who benefited least (in terms of water rights) during this period?

